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INTRO: Tuning over A

Marley was dead to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about
that. This must be distinctly understood, or nothing wonderful can

come from the story | am going to relate

SONG: Early in the Morning on Christmas Eve



01 - A Christmas Carol

J=120 . .
. . music and lyrics
a bright, quick round by Steve Clark
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Bless the peace-ful

01 - A Christmas Carol
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Intro: Fred's Invitation (Em & G: quiet strumming and picking)

Scrooge never painted out old Marley’s name. There it stood,
years after-ward, above the warehouse door: Scrooge and Marley.
Sometimes people new to the business called Scrooge Scrooge,
and sometimes Marley, but he answered to both names. It was all
the same to him. What did Scrooge care? It was the very thing he
liked. To edge his way along the crowded paths of life, warning all
sympathy to keep its distance.

He was a tightfisted hand at the grind- stone, Scrooge! a
squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old
sinner.

The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose,
shriveled his cheek, stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, his thin
lips blue and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. He carried
his own low temperature always about with him; he iced his office
in the dogdays; and didn't thaw it one degree at Christmas.
External heat and cold had little influence on Scrooge.

“A merry Christmas, uncle!” cried a cheerful voice. It was the voice
of Scrooge’s nephew, who was all in a glow; his face ruddy and

handsome; his eyes sparkled, and his breath smoked again.

SONG: Fred'’s Invitation
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02 - IFred's Invitation

J=66; music and lyrics
lilting and happy by Steve Clark

Intro vamp. Starts dark, quiet and low in Em.
Gradually it builds to swing from Em to G, until
finally reaching the lilting, happy strumming upon Fred's entrance.
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Intro: Scrooge at Home. Christmas Eve.

Meanwhile the fog and darkness thickened. The ancient tower of a
church, whose gruff old bell was always peeping slyly down at
Scrooge out of a Gothic window in the wall, became invisible, and
struck the hours and quarters in the clouds, with tremulous
vibrations afterward, as if its teeth were chattering in its frozen
head up there. The cold became intense. Piercing, searching,

biting cold.

Scrooge took his melancholy dinner in his usual melancholy tavern;
and having read all the newspapers, and beguiled the rest of the

evening with his banker’s book, went home to bed.

He lived in chambers which had once belonged to his deceased

partner.

SONG: Scrooge at Home. Christmas Eve.




03 - Scrooge at Home. Christmas Eve.

J=74 music and lyrics
interweaving. lots of space. by Steve Clark

Intro vamp.
Improvisation inspired by the guiding riff below.
Finger-picking riff supports all C#m chords in the verses
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Then a loud crash of sound.
This song goes immediately
into "The Ghost of Jacob Marley"



04 - The Ghost of Jacob Marley

-=160 music & lyrics
intense, driving beat by Steve Clark
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This leads to an ethereal E jam
underscoring the "Ghost of Chistmas Past"



SONG: The Ghost of Jacob Marley
[major tempo shiff)
OUTRO: Ghost of Jacob Marley

The apparition walked backward from him; and at every step he
took the window raised itself a little, so when the specter reached
it, it was wide open. He beckoned Scrooge to approach, which he
did. When they were within two paces of each other, Marley’s
ghost help up his hand, warning him to come no nearer. Scrooge

stopped.

Not so much in obedience, as in surprise and fear; for on the
raising of the hand he became sensible of confused noises in the
air; incoherent sounds of lamentation and regret; wailings
inexpressibly sorrowful and self-accusatory. The specter, after
listening for a moment, joined in the mournful dirge; and floated

out upon the bleak, dark night.

The air was filled with phantoms, wandering in restless haste, and
moaning as they went. Every one of them wore chains like
Marley’s Ghost; some few (they might be guilty governments) were
linked together; none were free.




INTRO: Ghost of Christmas Past

It was a strange figure — like a child; yet no so like a child as like
an old man, viewed through some supernatural medium, which
gave him the appearance of having receded from view, and being
diminished to a child’s proportions. lts hair, which hung about its
neck and down its back, was white, as if with age; and yet the
face had not a wrinkle in it, and the tenderest bloom was on the

skin.

The arms were very long and muscular; the hands the same, as if
its hold were of uncommon strength. Its legs and feet, most

delicately formed, were, like those upper members, bare.

It wore a tunic of the purest white; and round its waist was bound
a lustrous belt, the sheen of which was beautiful. It held a branch
of fresh, green holly in its hand; and, in singular contradiction to

that wintry emblem, had its dress trimmed with summer flowers.

But the strangest thing about it was, that from the crown of its head
there sprung a bright, clear jet of light, by which all this was

visible.

SONG: Ghost of Christmas Past
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J=80;
loose, free-flowing music & lyrics
by Steve Clark
opening vamp is dream-like; twinkling mp
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05 - The Ghost of Christmas Past
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INTRO: Brief tuning and noodlling in D

In came a fiddler with a music book, and went up to the lofty desk,

and made an orchestra of it, and tuned like fifty stomach-aches.

The fiddler plunged his hot face into a pot of porter, especially
provided for that purpose.

SONG: Fezziwig’'s Party
[music slows)

INTRO: Scrooge and Belle Promise Love

Again Scrooge saw himself. He was older now, a man in the
prime of life. His face had not the harsh and rigid lines of later
years, but it had begun to wear the signs of care and avarice.
There was an eager, greedy, restless motion in the eye, which
showed the passion that had taken root, and where the shadow of

the growing tree would fall.
SONG: Scrooge and Belle Promise Love
OUTRO: Scrooge and Belle Promise Love

He was not alone, but sat by the side of a fair young girl in a
mourning-dress, in whose eyes there were tears, which sparkled in
the light that shone out of the Ghost of Christmas Past.

SONG: Scrooge and Belle Lose Love




06 - Fezziwig's Party

J=1_36 ) music & lyrics
quick; lively by Steve Clark
All:  rowdy, full-voiced with harmonies
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06 - Fezziwig's Party
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07 - Scrooge and Belle Promise Love

syncopated groove; in the pocket

Jam and vamp introduction.
Throughout the song chords and inversions bounce around in the scale.

music & lyrics
by Steve Clark

D Expand and layer on this central idea
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07 - Scrooge and Belle Promise Love

add more rhythmic complexity
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07 - Scrooge and Belle Promise Love

add intensity and darkness

(low drone, heavy drum, etc.)
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07 - Scrooge and Belle Promise Love
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Scrooge and Belle Lose Love
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driving; folk rock music & lyrics
by Steve Clark
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INTRO: Christmas Present (C jam, easy steady clip)

It was his own room. There was no doubt about that. But it had
undergone a surprising transformation. The walls and ceiling were
so hung with living green, that it looked a perfect grove; from
every part of which, bright gleaming berries glistened. The crisp
leaves of holly, mistletoe, and ivy reflected back the light, as if so
many little mirrors had been scattered there; and such a mighty
blaze went roaring up the chimney.

Heaped up on the floor, to form a kind of throne, were turkeys,
geese, game, pouliry, brawn, great joints of meat, sucking-pigs,
long wreaths of sausages, mince-pies, plum-puddings, barrels of
oysters, red-hot chestnuts, cherry-cheeked apples, juicy oranges,
luscious pears, immense twelfth-cakes, and seething bowls of
punch, that made the chamber dim with their delicious steam. In
easy state upon this couch, there sat a jolly Giant, glorious to see:,
who bore a glowing torch, in shape not unlike Plenty's horn, and
held it up, high up, to shed its light on Scrooge, as he came
peeping round the door.

"Come in!" exclaimed the Ghost. "Come in, and know me better,

man."

SONG: The Ghost of Christmas Present

[more reading at end of the song)



The Ghost of Christmas Present

J=164 . dlvri
; music and lyrics
excited and rushed by Steve Clark
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Jam on C and F; gradually losing momentum;
then drastically slow the tempo,
resulting in a blissful two-chord sway
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OUTRQO: Christmas Present

Holly, mistletoe, ivy, pies, pudding, and punch all vanished
instantly.  So did the room, the fire, the ruddy glow, the hour of
night, and they stood in the city streets on Christmas morning,
where the people made a rough, but brisk and not unpleasant kind
of music, in scraping the snow from the pavement in front of their
dwellings, and from the tops of their houses, whence it was mad
delight to the boys to see it come plumping down into the road
below, and splitting into artificial little snow-storms.

There was nothing very cheerful in the climate or the town, and yet
was there an air of cheerfulness abroad that the clearest summer
air and brightest summer sun might have endeavored to diffuse in
vain.

For, the people who were shoveling away on the housetops were
jovial and full of glee; calling out to one another, and now and
then exchanging a facetious snowball - laughing heartily if it went
right and not less heartily if it went wrong.




INTRO: Fred'’s Party (The Spirit of St. Nicholas)

If you should happen, by any unlikely chance, to know a man
more blessed in a laugh than Scrooge's nephew, all | can say is, |
should like to know him too. Introduce him to me, and I'll cultivate
his acquaintance.

While there is infection in disease and sorrow, there is nothing in
the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter and good-humor.
He encouraged them in their merriment, and passed the botile
joyously.

After tea, they had some music.

SONG: Fred'’s Party (The Spirit of St. Nicholas)
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10 - kFred's Party
J (The Spirit of St. Nicholas)
=114

light bop music and lyrics
multiple voices appear and disappear by Steve Clark
fun is the name of the game
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10 - Fred's Party (The Spirit of St. Nicholas)
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10 - Fred's Party (The Spirit of St. Nicholas)
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INTRO: Cratchit Family Dinner

Perhaps it was the pleasure the good Spirit had in showing off this
power of his, or else it was his own kind, generous, hearty nature,
and his sympathy with all poor men, that led him straight to
Scrooge's clerk's; and on the threshold of the door the Spirit
smiled, and stopped to bless Bob Cratchit's dwelling with the
sprinkling of his torch.

SONG: Cratchit Family Dinner

(over light fingerpicking)
INTRO: Crafchit Family Worries

They were not a handsome family; they were not well dressed;
their shoes were far from being water-proof; their clothes were
scanty; But, they were happy, grateful, pleased with one another,
and contented with the time; and when they faded...

SONG: Crafchit Family Worries




11 - Cratchit Family Dinner
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music & lyrics
or faster; a hootenanny by Steve Clark
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12 - Cratchit Family Worries

/=106 music & lyrics
Folk ballad by Steve Clark

fingerpicking and long tones
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12 - Cratchit Family Worries

Bob Cratchit:
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INTRO: [gnorance & Want

"Forgive me if | am not justified in what | ask," said Scrooge,
looking intently at the Spirit's robe, "but | see something strange,
and not belonging to yourself, protruding from your skirts. Is it a
foot or a claw?"

"It might be a claw, for the flesh there is upon it," was the Spirit's
sorrowful reply. "Look here."

From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children; wretched,
abject, frightful, hideous, miserable. They knelt down at its feet,
and clung upon the outside of its garment.

They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, meager, ragged, scowling,
wolfish; but prostrate, too, in their humility. Where graceful youth
should have filled their features out, and touched them with its
freshest tints, a stale and shriveled hand, like that of age, had
pinched, and twisted them, and pulled them into shreds. Where
angels might have sat enthroned, devils lurked, and glared out
menacing. No change, no degradation, no perversion of
humanity, in any grade, through all the mysteries of wonderful
creation, has monsters half so horrible and dread.

Scrooge started back, appalled. Having them shown to him in this
way, he tried to say they were fine children, but the words choked
themselves, rather than be parties to a lie of such enormous
magnitude.

"Spirit, are they yours2" Scrooge could say no more.






13 - Ignorance and Want
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a ghostly pulse. Rhythm and dynamics are fluid and wide.

: L ; music & lyrics
Moody improvisation. Tense harmonies welcome. A

- — e & -

by Steve Clark
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13 - Ignorance and Want
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"They are Man's," said the Spirit, looking down upon them. "And
they cling to me, appealing from their fathers. This boy is
Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both, and all of their
degree, but most of all beware this boy, for on his brow | see that

written which is Doom.”

SONG: [gnorance and Want

[more reading affer the song)

OUTRO: [gnorance & Want
The bell struck twelve.

As the last stroke ceased to vibrate, he remembered the prediction
of old Jacob Marley, and lifting up his eyes, beheld a solemn
Phantom, draped and hooded, coming, like a mist along the
ground, towards him.

The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached. The very air
through which this Spirit moved it seemed to scatter gloom and
mystery.

It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its
head, its face, its form, and left nothing of it visible save one
outstretched hand. But for this it would have been difficult to detach
its figure from the night, and separate it from the darkness.



INTRO: Good Fbenezer

There was a low-browed, beetling shop, below a pent-house roof,
where iron, old rags, bottles, bones, and greasy offal, were
bought. Upon the floor within, were piled up heaps of rusty keys,
nails, chains, hinges, files, scales, weights, and refuse iron of all
kinds. Secrets that few would like to scrutinize were bred and

hidden in mountains of unseemly rags, masses of corrupted fat,
and sepulchres of bones.

SONG: Good Ebenezer




14 - Good Ebenezer

/=136
Silly swing waltz with maniacal oom-pa-paa music & lyrics
by Steve Clark
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14 - Good Ebenezer
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INTRO: Not the Man | Was

The scene had changed, and now he almost touched a bed: a
bare, uncurtained bed: on which, beneath a ragged sheet, there
lay a something covered up, which, though it was dumb,
announced itself in awful language.

The room was very dark, too dark to be observed with any
accuracy, though Scrooge glanced round it in obedience to a
secret impulse. A pale light, rising in the outer air, fell straight upon
the bed; and on it, plundered and bereft, unwatched, unwept,
uncared for, was the body of a man.

The cover was so carelessly adjusted that the slightest raising of it,
the motion of a finger upon Scrooge's part, would have disclosed
the face. He thought of it, felt how easy it would be to do, and
longed to do it; but had no more power to withdraw the veil than
to dismiss the specter at his side.

He lay, in the dark empty house, with not @ man, a woman, or a
child, to say that he was kind to me in this or that, and for the
memory of one kind word | will be kind to him.

A cat was tearing at the door, and there was a sound of gnawing
rats beneath the hearth-stone.

SONG: Not the Man | Was

(band sings “early in the morning”)






15 - Not the Man I Was
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Steady with a light swing. by Steve Clark
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INTRO: Mankind Is My Business

He dressed himself all in his best, and at last got out into the
streets.  Walking with his hands behind him, Scrooge regarded
every one with a delighted smile. He looked so irresistibly
pleasant, in a word, that three or four good-humored fellows said,
"Good morning, sir. A merry Christmas to you." And Scrooge
said often afterwards, that of all the blithe sounds he had ever
heard, those were the blithest in his ears.

The chuckle with which he said this, and the chuckle with which he
paid for the Turkey, and the chuckle with which he paid for the
cab, and the chuckle with which he recompensed the boy, were
only to be exceeded by the chuckle with which he sat down
breathless in his chair again, and chuckled till he cried.

Internal Instrumental- Affer 274 Chorus

He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a
man, as the good old city knew, or any other good old city, town,
or borough, in the good old world.

Some people laughed to see the alteration in him, but he let them
laugh, and litle heeded them; for he was wise enough to know
that nothing ever happened on this globe, for good, at which some
people did not have their fill of laughter in the outset.

SONG: Last verse and end of Mankind Is My Business



16 - Mankind Is My Business
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by Steve Clark
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